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A “Tail” of Two Sisters
submitted by Eloise Reed

Being born to a feral mom leads to a life of fear, misery
and usually, an early end. But being part of an amazing
rescue organization, we have a faith and hope that is
stronger than that lifestyle. And so, the story of Katie
and Keira.

When Keira was trapped and began her rehabilitation, we noticed she had a
breathing issue. She was extremely mellow for a “formerly feral” kitten and
seemed uninterested in playing or eating her treats. She had difficulty eating
and breathing at the same time. She had a nasal blockage of some sort and
wheezed as she breathed. After treating her for almost two months for an upper
respiratory infection (a very common affliction), we knew something else
was wrong as the medication never seemed to cure her. While she was under
anesthesia for her spay, the doctor explored further and removed a polyp that
was almost the size of a quarter, which was almost the size of her face! Keira is
now a happy kitty full of life! She LOVES to play and really enjoys her special
treats as she can smell, taste and BREATHE!!!! She still has her moments of
mellow. She likes to be held like a baby in our arms, sit on my lap as I read and
work on my computer.

Katie was the last kitty trapped of the four kittens in this group, and what a
journey she has had! She was 8 weeks old and full of fear! I called her “Flash”
for the first month as we were doing our best to rehabilitate her. Each time her
crate door was opened, she flashed before our eyes
and over my head in an attempt to escape. After
much faith and hope and hard work, one day this
fearful kitty decided she really, REALLY liked people,
loved to play, and to be held! She is now the first
one to great us at the door. She insists that my lap
is hers, but will share with her sister, Keira. Katie
absolutely LOVES to play! A LOT!!! At times these
two kitties sound like race cars as they chase each other around the room and,
at times, chase each other’s tails and their own tails!! These two kitties had a
difficult beginning, but now, their future is full of hope! Their lives of misery and
fear have been replaced with love and years ahead of sharing that love with a
future family.
Kiera and Katie are available to be re-homed. If you are interested, please call
408-309-4625 to check out these cuties.

I’m

Meet Dazzle!
submitted by Tina Dillion
My husband, Terry, and I lost our Shih tzu mix (Mr. Moto) last July. He had come to us as a
rescue in 2010. He was a very special little dog (as are they all) and it took us some time to be
ready for another fur baby.

It ended up taking us longer to adopt than we had planned, though. As dogs became available at
the shelter, we were always down the line for meeting them and those ahead of us adopted them.
But finally we got to the head of the list and we headed to the shelter to meet the little six-pound
Chihuahua then known as Olga. Within a short time, we were signing the adoption papers under
her new name, Dazzle.

The name choice has turned out to be good. She is a little razzle dazzle of a dog, speeding through
the house like a bullet. But it didn’t start out that way. We picked her up the day after the adoption
at the vet office where she had been spayed. She was sore and scared and within the first few hours had bitten Terry. Oops!
She was put into quarantine in our home, and over the next ten days she came around and attached herself to us like super
glue. If either one of us is sitting, she’s in our lap. We keep a little blanket around to cover her up and she’s in hog heaven.
We’ve had her for three weeks now and she’s a part of the family. She’s totally attached to and good with us but not so good
with strangers. We had a friend stop by the other day and she barked at her like she was protecting us from an invader. But
then she went over and sniffed our visitor and decided she was okay.

She’s a delightful little creature and we love her dearly. There’s nothing like a rescue. They seem to know that they’re taken
into a home that’s full of love, and they give that love back. That’s Dazzle…our little love bug.

DAWG’s Community Assistance Program
submitted by Tondra Vees, DAWG Community Assistance Program Volunteer

We all strive to protect our furry family members with the hope they will live full, healthy, happy lives.
Unfortunately, veterinary care can be expensive, and for many, unattainable if the funds aren’t there. Pets may
not receive adequate medical attention or in some cases may even be euthanized because pet owners can’t afford
the needed medical care.
One important way DAWG serves the pets of Douglas County is through our Community Assistance Program. This
program provides financial assistance for both qualified Douglas County lower income residents and veterans/
active-duty military residents, helping them keep their pets healthy and in the home by assisting with the cost of
veterinary and other care.
DAWG has helped hundreds of pets over the years through this program, with circumstances running the gamut of
illnesses and injuries. Some of the situations are heart-wrenching, but it is always deeply satisfying when a pet is
brought back to health. Time and time again, pet owners express their sincere gratitude to DAWG for helping their
beloved pets.
DAWG, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, relies on your donations and the occasional grant to continue serving
the community through various programs and services. Over the past year, due to the COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions regarding public gatherings, our fundraising efforts have been hindered so it’s been more challenging
than ever to raise money for the animals’ needs. However, a generous Community Assistance grant, awarded
by the Ralph French Charitable Foundation, has helped to ease the financial strain on DAWG for this particular
program, for which we are deeply grateful.
If you would like to know more about DAWG’s Community Assistance Program, please call 775-901-9596 or email
dawgcommunityassist@gmail.com.
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PAWS of Thanks for your

Generous Support

[ Nov 2020 - Jan 2021 ]

Every donation is special and appreciated. We wish to offer acknowledgements for the
following unique donations.
• ELLEN GOLDSMITH & RONALD HAMILTON (The Ellen Goldsmith Charitable Gift
Fund/T. Rowe Price) for the munificent unrestricted grant.
• CHRISTENSEN AUTOMOTIVE OF GARDNERVILLE for the gracious contribution to be used
where most needed.
• BARBARA JOHNSTON, for her generous donation for the Feral Cats Trap/Neuter/Return program.
• PAULA & DON LAWYER for their bounteous contribution.
• CLAUDIA & BEN JUSTUS, both long-time DAWG members, supporters and volunteers, for their generous donation to be used
where most needed.
• SUZANNE JOHNSON for her munificent donation for the Feral Cats Trap/Neuter/Return program (or other cat adoption needs).
• JESSICA LEDBETTER for her thoughtful donation in memory of Pat Rahbeck.
• SANDRA McANARNEY for her gracious gift in memory of Tim.
• NIMBY FARM for another benevolent donation to offset adoption fees for shelter cats.
• THE DEAN SEEMAN FOUNDATION for the beneficent grant to help with shelter medical expenses.
• PENELOPE WRIGHT for yet another generous contribution.
• Kori Snyder-Lundberg for the donations of pet food and supplies collected through Max’s Pet Supplies’ Fifteenth Annual
DAWG Holiday Gift Tree, and also to all the people who donated via the event. This truly helped many Douglas County pet owners
and their pets to have a Merry Christmas.
• DOUGLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS who chose the Nevada State special Spay and Neuter license plates. Portions of those license
plate fees are donated to DAWG quarterly to help support our TNR program.
• The MANY RESIDENTS OF OUR COMMUNITY who donate dry and canned dog, puppy, kitten and cat food, pet beds, treats,
blankets and towels for the shelter animals. They also recycle their aluminum beverage cans in the dumpster at the shelter
parking lot. Most of the time we do not know who you are, but you bring many smiles of gratitude.

NOV 2020 - JAN 2021

American Family Insurance
Dreams Foundation Inc. (from
Gardnerville insurance agents)
Austin, Marilyn
Ball, Jimmie
Beard, Christine & George
Bell, James
Betts, Doris
Blair, Dolores
Bohlman, Dale
Callahan, Joe & Theresa
Chambers, Linda & Steven
Costa, Bill
Craik, Virginia
Crandall, Karen
Cwalina, Paul
Dame, Sandra
Davis, Cindy
Derdowski, Linda
Derrick, Marjorie
Diepen, Shirley M.
DiLaura, Charles
Dils, Darleen
Douglas, Kenneth & Sharon

Engelke, Ingrid
Evans, Al
Fields, Gregory
Finchum, Mack & Vicki
Fujii, Ken & Sue
Glass, Patricia
Gordon, Dawn
Hankel, Dorothy
Hansel, Judith
Harris, Anne
Hart, Roxanne
Herrera, Maribel
Holmes, John & Karen
Jackson, Mariann M.
Johnson, Linda & Bud
Johnson, Tina
Keller, Karen & Edward
Kent, Janet
Keppner, Kelsey
Kopitch, George & Kathy
Lang, Nancy
Littlefield, Loraine
Luettgerodt, Terri
Maebe, Patricia
Maher, Donna & Michael
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Manfredi, Oliver & Roxanne
McAffee, Marian
McCloskey, Ryan
McCloskey, Sharon
Meagher, Rodney & Marie
Micheli, Don & Cindy
Miller, Gail
Miller, Kristin & Shane
Miller, Raelene
Minner, B.A.
Minor, Susan & Peter
Moseley, Patricia
Mullen, Steve
Muzzy, Lynn & Jan
Northcote, Sheri
Nunnally, James
Osgood, Sharon
Palmer, E. Lorrene
Perma-Cal Industries
Philips, Peter &
Rodriquez, Estela
Pierce, Jim & Jan
Potter, Lorraine & Phil
Roemer, John & Liye
Rogers, David A.

Rollins, Andy
Sanferraro, Joanne
Smith, Michael
Sontheimer, Avery
Stockman, Donald & Sharon
Tomascak, Cory
United Way of Greater Los
Angeles - employee donation
Villalobos, Jennifer
Walker, Richard & Clyda
Ward, Linda
Ward, Lori
Warner, Wayne & Mary
Warren, Frank & Marguerite
Weller, George
Wilson, Victor & Betty Jean
Woodson, Summer
Yeager, Barbara & James
Zemlock, Nancy
Ziglar, Craig & Stacey

next page)
(continued(continued
next page)
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Donations with Dedications
Berkowitz, Gertrude – in memory of all my animals that
crossed the Rainbow Bridge
Brown, Susan – in memory of Cody
Coil, Janice – in memory of “Bruce” Wayne Coil (my hero) and
In Living Honor of Lucy Marie Coil (his sister)
Cookson, Vinny – Veterans Pet Adoption Assistance
Cox, Margaret – in memory of Michael Harper
Dean, James R. – Veterans Pet Adoption Assistance
Derrick, Marjorie – Shelter Animal Adoption Assistance
Eckman, Patricia – for dog beds
Employees of Bodines Casino – in honor of Amie Pegram
Finch, Linda – in memory of Shelby
Fisher, Leslee & Chris – Community Assist
Flanagan, Charles R. – in memory of Toby
Frager, June – in memory of Jessie
Graves, Mike & Lori – in memory of Trinity: the greatest
dog ever
Kaminski, Betty & Chuck – Foster Program

DAWG is First
“Campagni Cares” Recipient

Modarelli, Joseph & Sue – in living honor of Nancy &
Chuck Sanicola
Morley, Michael – Foster Program
Nichols, Michelle – in honor of Kat Simmons for her help
finding me the right rescue poodle
Novack, Ed & Donna – Feral Cat Trap/Neuter/Return
O’Grady, Gina & Matt – in loving memory of Gabby & Weasey
Payne, Jeane – in memory of Jim Payne, who loved them all
Salinsky, Gail – Feral Cat Trap/Neuter/Return
Sanicola, Charles & Nancy – in honor of Joseph & Sue Modarelli
Shragia, Pam – FISH Petfood Pantry
Spinola, Stephanie – Shelter Medical
Streeter, Sherry Kay & De Lucca, Frank – in memory of Angel
and Coco
Team Rocket (Fit Journey) – in memory of Rita Joyce Lantis
Torres, DMD, Matthew – Turkey Trot Sponsorship
Vickrey, Carol – in memory of Bella (dog) & La Rue (horse)
Ward, Kenneth & Sandra – Cats Needs
Wellman, Mrs. Verne O. – in memory of Deets
Wood, Lorraine – in memory of Cheddar, an incomparable cat

Shelter Volunteers
submitted by Casey McClain

With the onset of COVID-19, limited shelter hours and the
low animal census, many of our volunteers have not been
coming out to exercise the animals on the consistent basis
we once did. Instead, many are choosing to help DAWG
by assisting animals in the community at large.
However, others have stuck with the routine of morning
and afternoon dog exercising and cat care.

Photo courtesy Record-Courier

Jeff Campagni, General Manager of Carson City Toyota,
presents a check to DAWG President Lori Paxson.

The Campagni Auto Group and Carson City Toyota
announced a new program that supports Northern
Nevada nonprofit organizations in 2021.
As a part of “Campagni Cares,” the public nominates
charities and nonprofits to be considered for the
program. Each month throughout 2021, the group
at Carson City Toyota will select a nominated
charity to receive a donation and to be featured in a
community spotlight.

We’d like to thank the following DAWG volunteers
for their steadfastness:

Maggie Bado
Gail Durham
Kathy Graff
Dan Greenlee
Shannon Herling
Jim Mitchell

Karen Prenatis
Doug Taylor
Sue Scott
Ursula Stoll
Hal Watts

We apologize if we’ve left
any volunteers out.
You are still appreciated!

Douglas Animal Welfare Group (DAWG) is honored to be
the first recipient and wishes to give a big THANK YOU to
the Campagni Auto Group and Carson City Toyota!!!
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Thank you to the following donors for the absolutely
PHENOMENAL response to our Holiday fundraising letter!
In particular, we’d like to extend a very special THANK YOU to ALAN & MARY JURKONIS for their extremely
generous holiday donation!! DAWG donors truly extended the holiday spirit to our animals in need.
Alfred, Cinda
Austin, Cindy & Burrill, Al
Beatty, Pamela
Bohlman, Dale
Boyd, James
Brackett, John
Brindos, Jeanette
Broderdorf, Heather
Brown, Gerald & Georgia
Cage, Terry & Penny
Callahan, Don & Diane
Cannon, Kenneth
Capton Snell, Terry
Carter, Karen
Chambers, Linda & Steven
Clark, Colette
Coffey, Gale & Norma
Cosner, Julie & Dave
Coughlin, Holly
Craik, Virginia
Cramer, James & Karen
Crandall, Karen
Crockett, Ronda
Cuffe, Gerald & Setsuko
Cwalina, Paul
Daniel, Peggy
Denney, Jim & Sally
Diaz, Raymond V.
Durazo, David & Veronica
Evers, Helen M.
Ferree, Diane P.
Field, David
Gesselman, Vera
Gonzales, Mark
Gordon, Dawn
Gould, John & Karen
Griffith, Gary
Hall, Bob & Ellen
Hankel, Dorothy
Henkel, Sabine
Henricksen, Christine
Herman, Margaret J.
Higuera, Lloyd & Caroline

www.dawgrescue.com

Hill, Charles
Hill, Michael & Anne
Hill, Shirley & Charles
Hobson, Cherryl
Holmes, John & Karen
Hunter, Cindy L.
Hunter, Dan & Rebecca
Ispisua, Wendy & Henry
Jackson, Mariann M.
Jacobsen, Susan
Jauquet, Pamela
Jones, Annette
Jouet, Inc. (DBA The French Bar)
Kane, Deborah & Richard
Kapler, Stanley & Jeanene
Klementi, Elfie
LaMonica, Ann
Lashbrook, Tom & Kay
Lee, Lonnie & Janet
Loeffler, Brad & Barbra
Lopez, Lynda & Isidoro
Luettgerodt, Terri
Mack, Maureen
Maddox, Georgette
Maebe, Patricia
McDuffee, Jolie & Dennis
McGee, Mike & Sherri Mike McGee Trucking
Miller, Betty & Holt, Jeff
Miluck, Mary Grace
Minner, B.A.
Morales, Jonna
Nikakis, Denise & John
Novack, Ed & Donna
Origoni, Arlene
Palmer, Richard & Glisson, Rhonda
Paul, Sandra
Payne, Jeane & Jim
Philips, Peter & Rodriquez, Estela
Port, Trish
Porter, Mary & Mike
Reynolds, Douglas & Melinda
Rhead, Tammy

Riley, Gayle & Ken
Rittenhouse, Kathi
Robinson, Elizabeth
Rogers, D.F. & Denise
Rosenberg, Mel & Dawn
Salmon, Susan & Graham, Gayle
Sanferraro, Joanne
Sawyer, Stacey & Williams, Brian
Scheel, Louis W.
Silvas, Sharon & Reuben
Strehle, Richard & Carole
Tomlinson, Jean
Walker, Richard & Clyda
Ward, Kenneth & Sandra
Warner, Wayne & LaVern
Webb, Kenneth & Carol
Webb, Shelly
White, Mary
Wilson, Roberta
Wolery, Mary
Wood, Mary & Russel
Yeager, Barbara & James
Youngs, David & Gayle

Donations with Dedications
Favero, Dennis & Chris – in living honor
of Jessi & Jason
Jens, Brady & Tammy – in honor of Ally
Jens who chose DAWG for her charity
of choice this year
Lloyd, Judy – in memory of Don Begley
Roberts, Kristin – on behalf and in
memory of Kristin, Gene R. Schmidt,
who always made contributions to
animal welfare groups
Weese, Janet – in honor of Minden Dog
Park Peeps
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We are pleased to provide a summary of Douglas Animal Welfare Group’s (DAWG’s) activities for 2020.
Even during this difficult year, the commitment and passion of DAWG volunteers were able to help hundreds of
local animals through our various programs and services, in accordance with our Mission Statement to better
the lives of Douglas County animals.

DAWG spent a total of $107,914.75 in 2020. The following is information for some of the year’s activities:
• 5441 hours for care for the animals at DCACS, community outreach programs and DAWG operations.
• Care and assistance to all 119 dogs and 160 cats that were adopted from DCACS. This includes activities such
as dog walking/care twice daily, cat care/socializing – 365 days a year.
• Co-hosted the 4th Annual Carson Valley Turkey Trot with the Cason Valley Food Closet. This year it was a
virtual event due to Covid-19. We raised $2807.93 much- needed funds for Douglas County’s animals.
• $15,513.44 in medical care for the animals that were at DCACS, including wellness exams, dental work, senior
exams, x-rays, surgeries, some spay/neuter assistance upon adoption.
• $14,671.29 worth of community assistance to lower-income Douglas County residents needing help paying for
veterinary care.
• $15,307.00 for a low cost spay/neuter program, “Fix-a-Family-Pet” for lower income Douglas County residents.
This number only reflects procedures thru July 31, 2020. We haven’t received the bills from one of our vets
since then.
• $5109.00 for a low cost spay/neuter program for Douglas County Pit bull dogs, titled “Fix-a-Pit-Bull.” This
number only reflects procedures thru July 31,2020. We have not received bills from one of our vets since then.
• $739.22 for a spay/neuter program (including vaccinations and minor medical) for feral/community cats
in Douglas County. This year DCACS received a grant for $25,000.00 for the TNR program written by a
DAWG member.
• $4742.72 for temporary care of found stray domestic cats/kittens through a program called the “Found Cat
Program”, pending admission to DCACS.
• $9933.50 for a foster program which provided both short and long term foster homes for animals recovering
from surgery, illness, hospice care and other situations.
• $1825.00 for training of DCACS dogs, including recently adopted dogs.
• $2531.50 for the purchase of microchips for the dogs and cats residing at DCACS.
• $890.00 for the purchase of vaccines for the dogs and cats residing at DCACS.
• $291.40 for other assistance to DCACS, including washer/dryer, maintenance, repairs, food, supplies, etc.
• $3885.00 for cat adoption assistance – adoption fees and rabies vaccinations.
• $265.00 toward reducing the adoption cost for Veterans when adopting animals from DCACS.
• An additional $375.00 adoption assistance for hard to adopt animals.
• $1241.84 for the purchase of cat and dog food for Douglas County’s families in need. Distributed by F.I.S.H. in
the Ranchos.
On behalf of DAWG’s volunteers and officers, I would like to thank our county commissioners for their continued
support of our organization’s mission to care for the animals in Douglas County.
Sincerely,
Lori Paxson
President, Douglas Animal Welfare Group (DAWG)

6

DAWG Unleashed (775) 267-7325

We’ve ALL been ADOPTED! Thank you!

Abby

Annie

Baloo

Benji

Bruiser

Buster

Chester

Dan

Jonah

Logan

Milly

Nala & Bella

Neufchatel

Odin

Rahsco

Adoption Update
We are happy to report that for November, 2020 through
January, 2021, we succeeded in finding new homes for

26 dogs, 1 puppy, 10 cats,
31 kittens and 2 chickens!

Rambo

Simon

PO Box 1850, Gardnerville, NV 89410

Stella
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Dawg’s Officers for FY 2021:
President

Lori Paxson
Vice President

Recording Secretary

Treasurer

Member-at-Large

Sheila Delucia
Sandy Wood

Linda Miner

Kathy Robbins

DAWG’S Board of Directors:
Susan Carbiener
Leslie Morefield
Casey McClain
Cherie Owen
Maggie Bado

DAWG’s Facebook donate button is
now active. Feel free to give it a try!

Join DAWG as an
Active Member or
as a Supporter!
Call DAWG at
(775) 267-7325
to find out how to join!

